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Jesus is still looking for disciples
some to leave their nets 
others to bring their nets with them 
and follow Him J.Christy Wilson © 1999 -2008  GLOBAL Opportunities

ÁIn the Bible - history & today
ÁThe greatest need in missions today
ÁThe tentmakers preparation & vision
ÁAdvantages & Challenges
ÁResources & Opportunities

Joseph
Steward Egypt

Mordecai
Prime minister of Persia
Joshua
Military commander in Canan

Moses

Prince of Egypt
Naomi
Homemaker in Moab
Nehemiah
Cupbearer in Persia

Abraham
Sheep farmer of Canaan

Daniel
Senior civil servant of Persia

Deborah
Judge in Canaan
Esther

Queen of Persia
Ezra
Secretary of state in Persia
Gideon
Judge in Midian

Job
Nobleman of Bashan

Old Testament TentmakersOld Testament Tentmakers JesusJesus
The carpenter The carpenter 
of Nazarethof Nazareth

Acts 18:3

and because he was a tentmaker as they 
were,  he stayed and worked with them

Apostle Paul Apostle Paul -- The tentmaker of TarsusThe tentmaker of Tarsus

Paulõs work ethicPaulõs work ethic
You yourselves know that these hands of 
mine have supplied my needs and the needs 
of my companions

éso that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had 
touched him were taken to the sick, and their 
illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them.

Acts 20:33 & Acts 19:12 Acts 28: 30,31

Paul lived for the next two years 
in his rented house and 
welcomed all who visited him 

telling them with all boldness 
about the Kingdom of God and 
about the Lord Jesus Christ

Paulõs modus operandiPaulõs modus operandi
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V2 years
VRented place
VWelcomed all
VTold them about Jesus
VPlanted a church

The simplified versionThe simplified version

Áone of the first missionaries to India
Átranslated the Bible into 35 languages
Áleading authority on botany in India
Áwrote for Encyclopaedia Britannica
Áprofessor at Ft William College
Ábusinessman ïIndigo factory, publishing

ñEvery missionary should maintain a tradeòñEvery missionary should maintain a tradeò

William Carey William Carey 17611761 --18341834

Tentmaker PioneerTentmaker Pioneer

Tentmakers are missions -committed 
Christians who work in secular jobs in order 
to reach another people group

They communicate the gospel by word and 
deed through excellence in work, caring 
relationships, and well chosen comments 
about God in the context of everyday life.
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Tentmaker DefinitionTentmaker Definition

Ari J. Rocklin

Marketplace Christians 
Living the Great 

Commission

Tentmaker DefinitionTentmaker Definition
SimplifiedSimplified

1. Led a Bible study before going
2. Main reason for going - to share Gospel
3. Believed God called them to be tentmakers
4. Had actively shared their faith at home
5. Healthy relationship with home church
6. Recruited others to be tentmakers

Tentmakers speak, Don Hamilton

Todayõs tentmakers Todayõs tentmakers -- surveysurvey

ÁIn the Bible - history & today
ÁThe greatest need in missions today
ÁThe tentmakers preparation & vision
ÁAdvantages & Challenges
ÁResources & Opportunities
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AD 2000 & Operation World

Å65 nations
Å3.9 billion people

Å2/3 of the worldôs 
peoples
Å82% of the 
poorest of the poor

ÅRampant persecution of Christians
Å97% of those who have not heard
ÅLess than 3% of missionaries

Islamistan
Hindustan

Buddhistan

10/40 Window 10/40 Window 
SimplifiedSimplified

World Christian Encyclopedia 2001

Local Church

82.6%

Home Missions

12 %

Foreign

Missions 5.4 %

Unevangelized

.02 %$223 billion

$32 b

$15 b $54 million

Church Spending WorldwideChurch Spending Worldwide

ÁIn the Bible - history & today
ÁThe greatest need in missions today
ÁThe tentmakers preparation & vision
ÁAdvantages & Challenges
ÁResources & Opportunities
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ÅStudents
ÅProfessionals & laymen
ÅFamilies
ÅSingles
ÅRetirees
ÅCouples

Who can be a tentmaker?Who can be a tentmaker?

Job Takers
Job Makers

Job Fakers

Tentmaker TypesTentmaker Types
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Col 3:17 (YLT)

whatever ye may do in word or in 
work, do all things in the name of 
the Lord Jesus

Our Work Our Work ððOur WitnessOur Witness

Develop home support
Learn disciplines

Learn discipleship
Learn evangelism

Learn the Bible
Learn to pray

Spiritual preparationSpiritual preparation

ñWorking your wayò,Jonathan Lewis

Strive for excellence
Learn to network to be effective in 
your work
Learn to integrate work & ministry
Upgrade your skills

Professional preparationProfessional preparation

IntentIntent

IntegrityIntegrity

IntegrationIntegration

Do your work & live your 
life in such a way that it 
demands an explanation 
of your faith

éAs you GO, 

make disciplesé

Work is Ministry

Tentmaking visionTentmaking vision

10 pm10 pm

6 pm6 pm

5 pm5 pm

NoonNoon

8 am8 am

Ministry

Work

Ministry

&

Work

Separation Integration

Integrate Work & MinistryIntegrate Work & Ministry

ÁIn the Bible - history & today
ÁThe greatest need in missions today
ÁThe tentmakers preparation & vision
ÁAdvantages & Challenges
ÁResources & Opportunities

© 1999 -2008  GLOBAL Opportunities



5

ÅItôs an easy option
ÅItôs only part-time ministry
ÅAny Christian working overseas is

a tentmaker

ñChristian professionals with overseas 
jobs are not tentmakers unless they 
intentionally seek to make Jesus known 
to the local people of the host countryò                    

Ruth Siemens

Myths about tentmakingMyths about tentmaking
It promotes individualism and disunity in the body 
of Christ, since they are able to go without the 

blessing of their home assemblies.

VLimited religious freedoms
VRelatively short stays 

VTime constraints
VLack of accountability 
VCulture 
VMaterialism

Objections to tentmakingObjections to tentmaking

Challenges to tentmakingChallenges to tentmaking

VJob satisfaction
VNo closed countries
VCredible identity
VAcceptance by host countries
VNatural relationships with nationals
VModelling for national believers
VJob pays the bills

Advantages to tentmakingAdvantages to tentmaking

Full salary support Legitimate local identity as 
part of a registered firm

Housing and childrenôs 
education often included 
in an incentive package

Round trip travel 
usually provided Excellent 

opportunities for 
focused witness 
in context of work 
relationships

ñWorking your wayò,Jonathan Lewis

The contract worker & professionalThe contract worker & professional

ÁIn the Bible - history & today
ÁThe greatest need in missions today
ÁThe tentmakers preparation & vision
ÁAdvantages & Challenges
ÁResources & Opportunities

© 1999 -2008  GLOBAL Opportunities

VEducates the Church

VMobilizes & recruits

VProduces training materials

VMentors & trains

VTentmaking courses - USA, Canada, Europe

VTentmaking seminars

VConnects tentmakers in the field

VGO World a free newsletter
Registered as a non-profit in the USA - since 1984
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www.templateinstitute.com
landa cope

ñA business plan that does not 

integrate a ministry component  

is not business as missionò
Ari Rocklin

ñbusinesses in other cultures that 
have the potential to revolutionize 
nations economically and provide 
platforms for spiritual revival.ò

Business & TentmakingBusiness & Tentmaking

Do the workbook!Do the workbook!
ONLINE Course

Read books on tentmakingRead books on tentmaking

Subscribe to GO WORLDSubscribe to GO WORLD

Attend a Global OpportunitiesAttend a Global Opportunities
Tentmaking  course

www.globalopps.orgwww.workingyourwayonline.com

What now?What now?

He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but 
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into 
his harvest field.    Luke 10:2

ñThe jobs are plentiful, but the tentmakers 
who will take them are few. Ask the Lord of 

the harvest therefore, to send out 
tentmakers into his harvest field.    ari rocklin

Jesus prayerJesus prayer

Our prayerOur prayer

Tentmaking BooksTentmaking Books

Working Abroad

Free Book

Download

Subscribe to Business as Mission eNewsletter
www.businessasmission.com

Books on Business as MissionBooks on Business as Mission
GLOBAL Opportunities www.globalopps.org
ONLINE tentmaking course

www.workingyourwayonline.com
Template Institute  www.templateinstitute.com 
Christianity 9 
www.epiphanyresources.com/9to5

GLOBAL Opportunities www.globalopps.org
ONLINE tentmaking course

www.workingyourwayonline.com
Template Institute  www.templateinstitute.com 
Christianity 9 ï5  
www.epiphanyresources.com/9to5

VSign up for FREE GO World via email

V4 Day TENTmaking Courses
Florida ïWinter                      Norway ïSpring & Fall 

Victoria BC ïSummer

éCheck website for  course datesé

Web SitesWeb Sites

Whatõs Next?Whatõs Next?
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OBJECTIVESOBJECTIVES
Your faith is welcomeYour faith is welcome
Integration is keyIntegration is key
Some ideaséSome ideasé
The The 9 to 5 9 to 5 windowwindow

Faith@Work
a tentmakers strategy

ñI believe one of the next great moves of God is going ñI believe one of the next great moves of God is going 

to be through the believers in the workplaceò    Billy Graham

Jesus & Paul modeled Faith@Work

Of 132 public appearances in NT
- 122 were in the marketplace

Of  52 parables Jesus told
- 45 had a workplace context

Of 40 miracles  in the book of Acts

- 39 were in the marketplace

Jesus worked as a carpenter until age 30 
- then went into a preaching ministry in the workplace

Is it Biblical?

Is it PC (Politically Correct)?

Is it ethical?

How do I do it?

ñWhy is it that unbelievers were so comfortable 
around Jesus, yet are so uncomfortable around us?ò

Faith@Work

"With God, our work matters as much as our 
worship. Indeed, work can be worship."  
Max Lucado

The spiritual priesthood is manifested most 
powerfully and most beautifully, when in 
appears alongside the faithful performance of 
the earthy vocation .

79 books published on Faith & Work in Year 2000

12 Books A Month Published in 2002

Faith@Work

Jesus commands us

Make disciples - not converts

Paul chose to work:

ÅCredibility

ÅModelling

ÅAccess

Jesus commands us

Make disciples - not converts

Paul chose to work:

ÅCredibility

ÅModelling

ÅAccess

The workplace may be the least reached place for the Gospel

Is it Biblical ?

I have not coveted anyone's silver or gold or 
clothing. You yourselves know that these hands 
of mine have supplied my needs and the needs of 
my companions.

Acts 20:33

In everything I did, I showed you that by this 
kind of hard work we must help the weaké

4 th Commandment?

GO Website ñWhy did Paul make tentsò

Biblical work ethic
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ñAn unwelcome interruption at work could actually be an opening 

to have a faith talkò

Whatever you do
Å  work at it with all your heart
Å  as working for the Lord, not for men 

ésince you know that you will receive an 
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. 
It is the Lord Christ you are serving.                               

Col 3:17, 3:24

Our work Our work ððOur witnessOur witness

1 John 5:10

where our work is, there let our joy be - tertullian , c.220 

Anyone who believes in the 

Son of God has this testimony 

in his heart.

Anyone who believes in the 

Son of God has this testimony 

in his heart.

My TestimonyMy Testimony

61% - Yes. Your faith should be allowed in the workplace

12% - I donôt mind as long as you donôt try to convert me

26% - No. I donôt think you should bring your faith to work

73% - Donôt have a problem hearing about your faithé

Is it politically correct?

Have you checked the 
book stores lately?

a quick look at 
amazon.com 
found these

Is it politically correct?

10,000 Bible and prayer groups in workplaces meet regularlyò 

1999 Business Week

www.globalopps.org/work

www.globalopps.org/work


